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D aylight savings time has finally arrived. We are having our next meeting outdoors, 
at the field, at 7:00 pm on Tuesday, April 14th, 2009.   We have multiple events to 

coordinate so I do not plan to have a program in April.  Daniel and Christopher Cole will 
spend most of the meeting coordinating the Outdoor Kids Adventure Day.  James Bruce 
will discuss the June airplane Fun Fly sponsored by 3-D Hobby Shop.  Dewey will provide 
details about the first annual Float Fly set for July.  I expect a lot of entries in the Model of 
the Month since the winds have kept a lot of us away from the field.  Bring your trainers, 

warbirds, helicopters and float planes for the event. 

Everyone that has renewed their membership should be receiving a newsletter. All club 
members should have a sticker on their card.  Sam Reidland and I will maintain a current 
list of members as well as stickers for AMA cards.  Remember to post your AMA card in 
the frequency board slot with your club sticker showing.  This will allow us to identify any 
guests that may need assistance with club protocol, noise restrictions and our no fly zones.  
We also need to monitor our parking area for people that might park in our lot and then wan-
der off to walk the park. This happened one Sunday evening several weeks ago.   

Continued on Page 2 

APRIL 2009 
Find us on the Web @ 114thrc.org   

HELP NEEDED FOR OUTDOOR KIDS ADVENTURE DAY! 

Contact Daniel Cole at 817-938-9028  

or email:  colepdc@msn.com  

See page 4 for Volunteer Positions 

Happy 

Easter 

http://www.114thrc.org/


Terry Fender 
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 From the Vice President 

Well, we have a busy month coming up in April with our first 
major club event of the year.  The City of Grapevineôs Park 
Dept. Outdoor Kidôs Adventure Day will be held on Saturday, 
April 25

th
. This event has always been a great success in 

years past, and this yearôs OKAD is shaping up to be another 
outstanding event.  Daniel Cole has ñpulled another rabbit out 
of the hatò in convincing Best Buy to help us put this event on 
by loaning us their desktop computers, and flat screens to run 
our RealFlight Simulator software. How ñbout that sportôs 
fans.ò What we are short on are volunteers.  We need your 
help!!!  Please contact Walter Jackson and Daniel Cole to let 
them know that you are ready to help out.  Daniel has posted 
a volunteer list on the frequency box in the pit area. 

You know itôs all about seeing the smile on a kidôs face when 
he or she is flying on the simulator for the first time, or flying 
one of our trainers with a Buddy Box. This event has also pro-
moted a ñtonò of good will between the city and our club which 
leads me to talk about our next topic.  

I had a meeting with the city of Grapevineôs Park Director Joe 
Moore back on March 25

th
 at Meadowmere Park. This meeting 

was in regard to the clubôs intent to put on a float fly on Sun-
day, July 19

th
.  The meeting 

went extremely well, and we 
have Joeôs permission to put 
on this event. We do have to 
get Corp approval, but Joe is 
going to take care of the filing 
for an event permit.  He has 
advised me that he doesnôt 
see any problem in getting 
their approval for us to put on 
this event.  So barring any un-
foreseen problem that the 
Corp may come up with, it 
looks like we have our date.  
Joe is going to let me know 
when he gets the permit back 
from the Corp.  Because of our 
relationship with the city of 
Grapevine, Joe is going to give 
our club some special privi-
leges in helping us put on this 
event.  I will explain further 
what those privileges are in a 
moment but first, letôs look at 
the area of the lake that we will 
be using for our float fly.  

Shown at left is a Google Earth 
Map illustration designed by 
Darrell Barabash.  Option 2 
Take-off & Landing Area has 

been chosen for our float fly.   

 

Continued on Page 3 

We now have some ruts on the East end of the 
field where the owner of the Jeep tried to find an 
alternate exit after 3 days of rain. There isnôt 
one. This incident reinforced the need for some 
sort of barrier between the parking lot and the 
flying field. If we needed another reason, look at 
the donuts in the soccer field overflow grass 
parking area to the south of our gate.  We do not 
need this kind of activity on our runway.  As al-
ways, Bob Hubbard will have this issue cor-
rected very soon. 

Please support our club by signing up for Out-
door Kids Adventure Day. It is our only volun-
teer intense community service event for the 
year. (Santa Cops is our other scheduled event.)  
OKAD is a flying event that can utilize members 
of all skill levels.  There will be flight demonstra-
tions by airplanes and helicopters during the day 
to allow time for refueling, charging and minor 
repairs.  Bring your sunglasses, your sunscreen 
and your smile. To paraphrase Clint Eastwood, 

ñMake some kidôs day.ò    

See you at the field.      Mark 
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This area will allow for a north-south take off, and landing of our float planes, and we should experience mini-
mal boat traffic in this area due to the shallow water.   Joe is also going to allow us 

to enter through the main gate into the park. On the day of the event, we will be 
granted free access to the park by showing our AMA card.  He will 
also allow us to print up to 3 visitor passes per club member so that 
any family member, or friends that want to come out to 

see this event will get in at no charge.    

 Once you get to the event area, there is ample parking with 

just a short walk down to the lake. We still have a lot more 
details to work out along with Corp approval, but it looks like 
we are well on our way to be hosting the 1st Annual 114th 
RC Aero Squadron Float Fly.  As I stated earlier, itôs be-
cause of all the good will that our club has promoted over 
the years that is allowing us to enjoy the privileges that we 
have as a club.  We have Darrell Barabash to thank for the 
relationship that we have with the city of Grapevine and Joe Mooreôs office. Even though this event is several months out, 
we have to start planning for this event now. Please contact me through the clubôs website if you can help out. 
This event is sure to draw participants from all over the North Texas area, so letôs get ready for this one. I will be sharing 
some ideas in next monthôs newsletter on equipping your plane with floats. 
 
Letôs donôt forget that we also have the 3D Hobby Shop Weekend Fun Fly on Sat, June 6th, and Sunday, June 7th.  I 
have heard nothing but praise on the success of last yearôs event.  Wendell Hubbard, James Bruce, and Walter Jackson 
are coordinating this event with 3D Hobby Shop.  At this monthôs meeting, these guys will give us more details regarding 
this event. 
 
Even though weôve had some windy weather, we have begun our Wednesday afternoon fixed wing training sessions.  I 
want to thank everyone for their consideration in giving the students priority at the flight stations.  Just another reminder, 
our training starts up at 5PM every Wednesday afternoon weather permitting. 
 
Thatôs about it for this one.  Letôs be safe in our flying, and I will see you at the field. 
 
 
Vice President &  
Chief Instructor 

 

July 19 
114th RC Squadron  

Float Fly  

OUTDOOR KIDS ADVENTURE DAY 

 

Outdoor Kids Adven-
ture Day (OKAD) will 
take place on Saturday, 
April 25.  For those unfa-
miliar with the event, 
OKAD is designed to en-
courage family participa-
tion in outdoor activities 
focusing on utilization of 
the surrounding park sys-
tem.  OKAD is free to all 
and is sponsored this 
year by the Cities of 
Grapevine, Southlake, 
and Colleyville.  Of 
course, the 114th RC 
Aero Squadron will host 

our station for the event.  

Continued on Page 4 

http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=991393
http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=991393
http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=991393
http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=991393
http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=991393
http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=991393


 

Le Journal dõEscadrille   April 2009 Page 4 

Last year, the 114th accommodated over 120 students on buddy-box flights.  Keeping the trainers in operable condition 
throughout the day was paramount.  Four G3.5 simulator stations enabled prospective aviators an opportunity to learn basic 
aircraft control prior to the buddy-box flights.  We hope to have the same organized system working this year. 

Set up at the flying field begins at 8:00 AM.  We need volunteers in the following areas: 

 

SET-UP - 5  Volunteers 

(SHIFT 0800-1000) 

REGISTRATION DESK - 2 Volunteers per shift - sign up students on arrival 

(SHIFT 0830-1300) 

(SHIFT 1300-1730) 

SIMULATOR INSTRUCTORS - 4 Volunteers per shift 

(SHIFT 0830-1300) 

(SHIFT 1300-1730) 

PREFLIGHT INSTRUCTORS - 4 Volunteers per shift - demonstrate aircraft preflight 

(SHIFT 0830-1300) 

(SHIFT 1300-1730) 

FLIGHT INSTRUCTORS - 4 Volunteers per shift - Contact Dewey Walker 

(SHIFT 0900-1100) 

(SHIFT 1100-1300) 

(SHIFT 1300-1500) 

(SHIFT 1500-1700) 

HOSPITALITY - 2 Volunteers to help out David Vilbig  

MUSIC & PUBLIC ADDRESS - 2 Volunteers 

FLIGHT LINE SUPPORT - 4 Volunteers per shift - keep trainers airworthy 

(SHIFT 0830-1300) 

(SHIFT 1300-1730) 

TRANSMITTER IMPOUND (72MHz) - 2 Volunteers 

TEAR DOWN - 5 Volunteers 

SAFETY - EVERYONE 

 

As you can see, OKAD takes a lot of member support.  There is also a need for static display and demonstration flights 
throughout the day.  Those in attendance always like to see helicopters.  Since the trainer aircraft utilize 72MHz and the 
transmitters may still be on even if the aircraft are not airborne due to continued maintenance needs throughout the day, the 
transmitter impound is vital.  For the fourth consecutive year, BEST BUY will be providing us the hardware to run the G3.5 
software. 

Please help out if you can.  Contact Daniel Cole at 817-938-9028 or colepdc@msn.com if you prefer a particular spot on 
the volunteer list.  I am certain that the only possible disappointment can come from the weather.  This is a fun event!  Don't 

miss out.      Daniel Cole 
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MY NEW WARBIRD ï UAV  by Joel McDonald 

W hen I started participating in Airsoft* events last 
year, I began looking for ways to merge my hobbies. 
Since Airsoft is military simulation, building and flying an 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle or UAV appeared to be an obvi-
ous next 
step. I 
pitched the 
idea to 
Airsoft 
event or-
ganizers 
here in 
DFW, and 
shortly 
thereafter I 
was con-
tacted and 
asked to 
put to-
gether a 
UAV for an upcoming event. This is the result. 

Based loosely on the RQ-11 ñRavenò UAV, which is used 
by several branches of the Armed Forces, I kept the con-
struction simple and functional. The airframe is a Multi-
plex ñEasy Starò ARF, which is by far the most popular 
platform for FPV (First Person View) flying.  I made a few 
small modifications, including adding ailerons (which also 
act as flaps and spoilers), and squaring off the stabilizers 
and wingtips to give the plane a sharper appearance. The 
stock motor was tossed in favor of a brushless outrunner, 

and a coat 
of gray 
paint with 
Marine 
decals 
completed 
the military 
look. 

Since the 
primary 
functions of 
this aircraft 
are obser-
vation and 

reconnaissance, a camera was needed. I installed a high-
resolution KX191 camera on the left side of the fuselage, 
coupled with a 900mhz transmitter above the wing. The 
base station includes a dual-output video receiver and an 
LCD monitor. In the field during an Airsoft event, the 
monitor will be manned by an observer who will be com-
municating with the rest of the team. 

Initial tests have been promising! Once airborne, all anxi-
ety disappeared. The aircraft is extremely stable and 
smooth, and the brushless motor provides plenty of 
power. Even with the extra weight on board, it still floats 
like a sailplane and feels like it never wants to come 
down. If you ever have the chance to try out FPV flying 
for yourself, I highly recommend itéyouôll never get a 
more beautiful view of our field and Lake Grapevine! 

If you want to view the video taken from the maiden flight, 
please visit the following link: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Tp5bKWz4mU 

(*Airsoft  MilSim) is a military simulation sport similar to 
paintball, with more realistic weapons and tactics) 

 

 

HISTORY OF UAV  ï Wikipedia 

The earliest UAV was A. M. Low's "Aerial Target" of 1916.  A num-
ber of remote-controlled airplane advances followed, including the 
Hewitt-Sperry Automatic Airplane, during and after World War I, 
including the first scale RPV (Remote Piloted Vehicle), developed 
by the film star and model airplane enthusiast Reginald Denny in 
1935. More were made in the technology rush during the Second 
World War; these were used both to train antiaircraft gunners and 
to fly attack missions. Jet engines were applied after WW2, in 
such types as the Teledyne Ryan Firebee I of 1951, while compa-
nies like Beechcraft also got in the game with their Model 1001 for 
the United States Navy in 1955. Nevertheless, they were little 
more than remote-controlled airplanes until the Vietnam Era. 

With the maturing and miniaturization of applicable technologies 
as seen in the 1980s and 1990s, interest in UAVs grew within the 
higher echelons of the US military. UAVs were seen to offer the 
possibility of cheaper, more capable fighting machines that can be 
used without risk to aircrews. Initial generations were primarily 
surveillance aircraft, but some were fitted with weaponry (such as 
the MQ-1 Predator, which utilized AGM-114 Hellfire air-to-ground 
missiles). An armed UAV is known as an unmanned combat air 
vehicle (UCAV). 

The near future will likely see unmanned aircraft employed, offen-
sively, for bombing and ground attack. As a tool for search and 
rescue, UAVs can help find humans lost in the wilderness, trapped 
in collapsed buildings, or adrift at sea. While air-to-air combat will 
likely remain the last domain of the human pilot, when unmanned 
fighter jets do come about, they will enjoy the advantage of almost 
unlimited immunity to G-force effects. 

In the future, UAVs 
will be able to take 
full advantage of 
scramjet technol-
ogy. Today's 
scramjets, while 
unmanned, see 
use only for testing 
purposes (e.g., 
NASA X-43A, 
NASA's Hyper-X 
scramjet program), 
but have the po-
tential when devel-
oped for combat to 
out-maneuver even the most experienced pilots. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Tp5bKWz4mU
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archibald_Low
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Aerial_Warfare&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hewitt-Sperry_Automatic_Airplane
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reginald_Denny_(actor)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teledyne_Ryan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ryan_Firebee
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Model_1001&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Surveillance_aircraft
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MQ-1_Predator
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AGM-114_Hellfire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unmanned_combat_air_vehicle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unmanned_combat_air_vehicle
http://www.nasa.gov/missions/research/x43-main.html
http://www.nasa.gov/missions/research/f_scramjets.html
http://www.nasa.gov/missions/research/f_scramjets.html

