
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Plans are being finalized for a Float fly.  During the float fly, 72MHz flying at the regular  
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 Presidentôs Message: 

 

J anuary has been an interesting month for flying. The old axiom: ñIf you donôt like the 
weather in Texas, stick around, It will change.ò certainly applied.  Pilots braved the pre-

dictably unpredictable weather, and our field was crowded most week-ends. After all, fly-
ing and fellowship is the purpose of our club.  I hope everyone is busy working on new 
birds and getting ready for a busy flying season. The board and committee leaders got 
together to make preparations.  There were a lot of subjects covered and ideas ex-
changed.  I appreciate everyone taking the time to be there. Plans will be discussed at the 
February meeting. 
 
The website is going through a significant transition with the goal of keeping the club 
informed. The e-mail system will allow easier access to board or committee members. 

There will be a link to an interactive forum on RC 
Groups that is dedicated to our club. There is a simple 
sign-in procedure if you are not currently set up for RC 
Groups. The website has an active weather link as 
well as a link to Google Calendar for real time up-
dates. The calendar will be color coded to help identify 
club activities, fun flies or swap meets. I have recommended a member gallery for those 
that would like to participate. This club member only area could include a member photo, 
interests, equipment of choice as well as personal information/history.  Instructions on 
accessing club member only areas will be provided later. Larry Hilgert has some great 
ideas and will appreciate your feedback. 
 
Part of the meeting was dedicated to preparing the field for the coming flying season. Bob 
Hubbard and those before him have provided us an excellent flying field. The board, with 
input from committee leaders, put together a long to-do list. Chip in when you can since 
Bob is not known for assigning tasks or asking for help. We will announce work dates as 
needed.  Bob will try to minimize the impact on flying.  We have a radio, thanks to Shane 
Allen, to provide some mood music while we work or fly. Remember our neighbors when 
setting the volume. Please cease all flight activities if the runway is needed for mowing, 
fertilizing or field repairs. 
 
The next meeting will be February 10

th
, 2009 at 7:00pm at Paradise Cove. The format 

will be similar to the January meeting. We will have a brief review of club business to in-
clude a recommendation on the parking lot cabling. There will be a vote by Regular mem-
bers to approve or to disapprove club funds required to complete this project. The 
planned program is an aircraft historian that will be of special interest to all flyers inter-
ested in scale or antique aircraft. A backup program would discuss some safety aspects of 
the newer spectrum radios. Please send me any recommended subjects you would like 
to see covered.  Future programs may include a presentation by one of the early F-16 test 
pilots, introduction to types of helicopters, a soldering clinic, building an electric jet, instal-
lation of retracts, helicopter setup and an introduction to the pylon racing series. Programs 
will be followed by Model of the Month. The raffle will return this year but with a slightly 
different format. 

Find us on the Web @ 114thrc.org   

http://www.rcgroups.com/114th-rc-aero-squadron-593/
http://www.114thrc.org/
http://www.114thrc.org/


 

From the Vice President 

O kay, Iôm ready for spring already.  I mentioned in last monthôs newsletter how nice the weather 
has been, so I guess Iôve jinxed the good flying weather.  
Hopefully by the time all of you are reading this we will 
have some decent flying weather for the upcoming week-
ends. 
 

We have decided to postpone our float fly event. I 
learned on Friday, Jan 30

th
 that the City of Grapevine 

has scheduled their Grapevine Outdoor Kidôs Adventure 
Day on Saturday April 25

th
. As of the time I do not have a 

date yet for the float fly, but I should have one soon to 
announce within the next couple of weeks. 
 
I want to thank all of our flight instructors who have been 
helping out with weekday, and weekend flight training.  
We have quite a few potential new members who are just 
now learning how to fly.  The official start of our 
Wednesday afternoon flight training is March 11

th
. 

 
We have a new link on our website that directs us to our 
new Discussion Forum.  Thanks to Larry Hilgert, our 
new forum is on RC Groups.  I believe this is going to 
work out extremely well for all us.  Go to our home page 
and check it out. 
Thatôs about all I have for now.  See you at the field. 
 
Vice President & Chief         
Instructor 
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field will be prohibited. Spread spectrum 2.4GHz 
radios will be allowed. Volunteers will be needed 

for both events.  

Throw some floats on an old stand-by and join the 
fun. There will be a boat available for those need-
ing to do a little fishing. 
 
Jerry Stagnerôs family generously contributed 
$500 to the club following the auction of his RC 
gear.  Jerry will be missed, and our heartfelt sym-
pathy goes to his family.  Likewise our thanks go 
out to all who participated. 
 
The 114

th
 RC Aerosquadron field will again be the 

site of the 3D-Hobby Shop fun fly June 5-7. All 
aircraft are welcome. This includes glows and 
gassers. That is it for this month. Clean up those 
old birds and get the kits and ARFs ready. We can 
expect some rain, some wind, some hail mixed 
with some great flying weather. Keep your radios 
charged and we will see you at the field.  
    Mark Haman 

 

Coming Soon 

114th RC Squadron  

Float Fly  

Youth Committee 

T he Youth Committee is faced with several 
challenges this year.  First, the 114th should 

maintain the relationship, fostered by Herb Koven, 
with the American Airlines C. R. Smith Aviation Mu-
seum and the AA Eagles Academy. 
 
Second, as the Outdoor Kids Adventure Day pro-
gram has demonstrated, youth participation does 
not typically bring about lasting involvement in the 
club.  Parental guidance is paramount in most suc-
cess stories.  Therefore, it is important to coordi-
nate the Youth Committee with the Training Com-
mittee.   
 
Dewey Walker and I are currently identifying areas 
where the instructor training opportunities offered 
by the 114th can promote parent/child interest.  
Perhaps the use of the club owned Real Flight 3.5 
programs during instructor evenings can enhance 
such interaction.  Schedules permitting, it is my 
intent for my son, Christopher, and I to be present 
during club offered instruction. 
 
Finally, the 114th public relations portray the club 
as a community asset.  It is my desire to work with 
Walter Jackson in sustaining this image.   
 
It is not the purpose of the 114th to provide a baby-
sitting service.  However, given the proper ap-
proach, genuine youth interest can become a 
source of supporting family membership. 
 

Fraternally,  Daniel & Christopher Cole 

http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=991393
http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=991393
http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=991393
http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=991393
http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=991393
http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=991393


{Danny King was the winner of the January Model of the 

Month with his restored Hobie Hawk.  Hereôs the story in 

his own words.} 

M y entry for the Model of the Month was a 70's 

vintage Hobie Hawk.  It was manufactured by 

Hobie Alter.  In the early sixties Hobie Alter made the best 

competitive surf boards.  In 1967 he introduced the Hobie 14 

catamaran sailboat and in 1969 the Hobie 16.  These sail-

boats revolutionized sailing. 

     In early 1974 Hobie introduced the Hobie Hawk.  Like 

other Hobie products, it was way ahead of its time.  It is a 

high performance sailplane, and therefore, not for the begin-

ner.  Hobie experimented with several wing lengths but the 

eight footer flew best.     

     Thousands of Hawks were sold at Hobie surf board and 

sailboat shops as well as hobby shops.  The tooling to make 

them changed hands several times, and they are now pro-

duced in small lots.  The last  production was 2006. 

     I flew them at Laughlin AFB in the mid 70's, and was  

always sorry I let mine go.  One day about 12 years ago I 

walked into Roy's Toys and saw one hanging from the ceil-

ing.   Cost: $90 bucks.  I snapped it up with the intent of restoring it, 

but never got around to it.   

     I don't know why, but this Christmas  while watching bowl 

games, I pulled the box containing the Hawk out of the back of the 

closet, and started the delicate job of removing the old film.  

It required slow and careful sanding to strip all the residue color and 

glue left by the old film.  I recovered the wings and tail with white 

Monocote.  Applying the film to the curving wings was a real chal-

lenge.   

     I painted the fuselage with white Glasurit automotive paint left over 

from my RV-8 homebuilt. The delicate work paid off, and I love the 

graceful look of the Hobie Hawk on the wing all dressed in white!  

    Danny King 

 

You can find more details and history about the Hobie Hawk here: 

www.hobiehawk.com/hist.html  
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The January meeting featured a presentation on      

programming Radios/Servos for mixing.  

Model of the Month ð January 2009 

Two other beautiful Model of the 

Month entries.  

January Club Meeting 

http://www.hobiehawk.com/hist.html
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Terry Fender 

 
 

 

Rest in peace r/c REPORT, 1986-2009. After 23 years, 
Gordon Banks is calling it quits. He blames the economy, 
the drop off in advertising, spiraling costs and a host of 
other financial issues. It is like losing an old friend. I have 
been a subscriber almost from the beginning and looked 
forward to each issue with its honest reviews, helpful 
columns and coverage of major events.                        

           Dick Lessard  

Len Minco, VP- Ft. Worth Thunderbirds, provided 
these pictures as an update on the construction of 
the new Thunderbird Field.  Canôt wait until itôs fin-
ished!   Thanks for the update Len.   

New Fort Worth Thunderbirds 

RC Flying Fieldï First Look 

W ith the new 2.4GHz technology used for our radios come some new capabilities and procedures. These radios 
are being used in all sizes and types of planes and helicopters: glow, gas and electric. Even if you still fly on 

72MHz, I think the following information will be helpful to know (in your own defense). 
 
For this article I will stick to the Spektrum AR7000 7 channel, full range receiver. Click here for the user guide.  It will 
greatly simplify the article and most 2.4GHz receivers have similar properties. When in doubt READ THE INSTRUC-
TIONS. There are important differences even between Spektrum receivers. 
 
Each receiver must be bound to a transmitter before it will work. The binding process allows the receiver to learn the 
GUID (Globally Unique Identifier Code) of the transmitter and in some cases the transmitter to learn what kind of receiver. 
After binding it will only work with that transmitter. So before you can set up your servo neutrals, endpoints, directions of 
travel, etc, you must bind the receiver to the transmitter. When you bind an AR7000, it remembers the throttle and other 
stick positions as failsafeôs. So letôs say you had the throttle stick low when you bound but later you found you had to re-
verse the throttle channel. Now failsafe is full throttle unless you rebind the receiver after you finish your setup. 
 
When is failsafe used?  Well the instructions say that if the receiver loses signal, the throttle is moved to failsafe and the 
other channels are held in the last known good position.  When the receiver is powered up with no transmitter signal (this 
happens every time you turn it on until it acquires the transmitter), there is NO signal sent to the throttle servo and the 
other channels are driven to their failsafe positions. When the receiver connects to the transmitter, all channels work nor-
mally. 
 
In conclusion with this receiver 1-Bind the receiver to the transmitter, 2-Set up your throws, directions, etc.,               
3- Bind again with your sticks in whatever position you want for failsafe.   Yes this is from the AR7000 instructions. 

By James Bruce Donõt Put Yourself in a Bind Binding 2.4GHz Receivers 

http://www.horizonhobby.com/ProdInfo/Files/SPMAR7000UserGuide.pdf


By Dick Lessard 
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Crosswind Takeoffs 

L  et's look at a takeoff that has a fairly strong crosswind from your right. 
the heading as well. First, you should input a little right aileron, or at least 

be prepared to input right aileron to prevent the wind from getting under the up-
wind wing and possibly flipping the aircraft over. Then, because the tail will try to 
"weathervane" the aircraft into the wind, apply left rudder during the initial take-
off roll (this is the opposite of what you'd normally require on a calm day). The 
amount of input will depend on the crosswind component (i.e., wind strength 

and direction), the size of the fin and rud-
der and the amount of power you're apply-
ing.  
As speed builds, you'll use less left rudder. 
When the aircraft is about to lift off, you 
may need to apply right rudder to keep the 
aircraft centered on the runway centerline.  
 
When your aircraft is ready to lift off, don't 
horse it off. Gently rotate, allowing plenty of 
air speed to build, then climb out gradually, 
e.g., at a 5- to 10-degree angle. As you 
rotate, also remove any right aileron input; 

from here, use ailerons to maintain level wings. During most climb outs, I keep 
some right rudder in to counteract torque and to maintain a straight track. In a 
crosswind takeoff, it's important to use the rudder to correct the heading as well.  
 
From Dave Patrick's "Flying Tips" in his R/C Aerobatics for Everyone, on sale at 
www.rcstore.com. 

Our condolences on the passing of 

Chris Chianelli in January.        

     Many of you may have known 

him as the guy who hosted the DIY 

�&�D�E�O�H���1�H�W�Z�R�U�N�¶�V���³�5�D�G�L�R���&�R�Q�W�U�R�O��
�+�R�E�E�L�H�V�´���7�9���V�K�R�Z�������&�K�L�D�Q�H�O�O�L����
who was born in Mineola, N.Y., 

also worked as Editor-at-Large for 

Air Age Media which produces a 

number of Radio-Controlled 

Hobby Publications.  He was cred-

ited with revitalizing the com-

pany's Model Airplane News 

magazine and was founding editor 

of RC Car Action.       

     Our thoughts and prayers are 

with his family.   

You can read his obituary by 

Clicking Here.    

 

Web Link: 

http://www.newstimes.com/

ci_11521307?

source=most_emailed 

Posted by AMA Nov 2008 

First Person View (FPV) Operations 

1. An FPV-equipped model must be flown by two AMA members utiliz-
ing a buddy-box system. The pilot in command must be on the pri-
mary transmitter, maintain visual contact, and be prepared to assume 
control in the event of a problem. 

2. The operational range of the model is limited to the pilot in com-
mandôs visual line of sight as defined in the Official AMA National 
Model Aircraft Safety Code (see Radio Control, item 10). 

3. The flight path of model operations shall be limited to the desig-
nated flying site and approved overfly area. 

FPVð Progress Continues  

Chris  

Chiannelli  

T he Cockpit View in RealFlight Simulator provides an 
alternate way to fly from the perspective of a pilot.  

FPV, or First Person View, is an acronym for actually flying an 
RC model using a video camera attached to an RC Heli or 
Plane.   Technology has progressed to the point where afford-
able miniature wireless systems are now available that allow 
flyers to takeoff, fly and land by watching a TV monitor or using 
Video Goggles.  Manufacturerôs are jumping on the band-
wagon with equipment offerings and Plug ón Play systems.   
Naturally there are lots of safety concerns and last Fall the 
AMA released itôs FPV Operations Guidelines.  If you want to 
see some actual recorded in-flight videos from an RC Groups 
Forum,  Click Here.      Web Link: 
http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=972676 


